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of the authors of numerous researches, but feeling the criticisms from 
numerous sources—in some of which we ourselves have joined—that he 
has not given as careful attention to French literature as he might, he 
expressly acknowledges his lapses in this particular, and has taken par¬ 
ticular pains in this edition to give full credit to these French workers. 
Much to the betterment of his volume and to its catholicity, in our opinion. 

The work has grown so large that it is impossible to take up its parts 
and seriously discuss the author’s present conclusions. In the main they 
are those he has held for some time, hence we are relieved of the necessity 
of such an analysis. We note that all the newer diagnostic features are 
included, such as, for instance, cytodiagnosis in tabes and general brain 
paresis, but such would be expected from an author of Oppenheim’s 
reputation. We congratulate the author on his new edition; particularly 
on the enlargement of his Teutonic field and the inclusion of some of the 
work of his gifted Gallic confreres. To all who do not possess an Oppen- 
heim we believe it to be a necessity as a working basis of the most funda¬ 
mental facts of neurology put in logical and orderly arrangement. 

Jelliffe. 

Essentials of Nervous Diseases and Insanity, Their Symptoms and 
Treatment. By John C. Shaw, M.D., late Clinical Professor of 
Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System, Long Island College 
Hospital Medical School. Fourth Edition, Thoroughly Revised by 
Smith Ely Jelliffe, M.D., Ph.D., Clinical Assistant Columbia Uni¬ 
versity, Department of Neurology, Visiting Neurologist, City Hospital, 
New York. Illustrated. Philadelphia, New York, London. W. B. 
Saunders & Co., 1904. 

The original author of this little book did not claim for it the purpose 
of taking the place of larger and more complete works, but only asked that 
it be considered as a primer for advanced students. Many medical prac¬ 
titioners, however, who have found the subject of nervous and mental dis¬ 
eases an ever-recurring puzzle, to which the larger text books, because of 
the fact that they required so much time, did not furnish a ready key, will 
discover in this little book most of what they needed to guide them through 
the mazes of these difficult subjects. Even the suggestions for treatment 
are clear and definite, always helpful and always suggestive. In its present 
form, in its fourth edition, it has been brought well down to date, and 
deserves to be even more popular than it was before. In the department of 
mental diseases particularly, the improvement in the volume is marked, 
and the most recent contributions to this branch of medicine have been 
taken into consideration. Walsh. 

Nietzsche. Von P. J. Mobius. Ausgewahlte Werke, von P. J. Mobius. 
Vol. V. Johann Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig. 

His was certainly not an attractive face, Nietzsche’s, if we are to judge 
from the title page half-tone of a bust by Klingers, made from a death 
mask, but one of commanding attention. 

Mobius has given us another edition of his life of Nietzsche, in which 
he has been able to add somewhat to his earlier description, make a few 
corrections and incorporated a few notes of personal interest. The extra¬ 
ordinary brilliancy of Nietzsche challenged the attention not of the German 
world alone but of the entire globe, and we are indebted to Mobius for a 
sympathetic outline, more particularly of the great mental accident that 
befell him and of his gradual mental deterioration, rather than for any 
philosophical critique of his system, his writings or his general theories. 

There have been other medical biographers, some paragraphers, many 
superficial faddists, who have never understood, or have not cared to under¬ 
stand, the medical aspects of Nietzsche’s case, but in Mobius’ account we 
believe there is a clear consecutive and comprehensible outline of the rise. 
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the development and the fruition of the disease, general paresis, occurring 
in a man of unusual genius, contributing in some part to his eccentricities,, 
if not to his paradoxical hyperboles, and finally killing him. Nietzsche, to 
begin with, was not an entirely well man—no one expects a true genius 
to be absolutely well—the stress of great mental activities precludes the 
minor cautions of life that ensure average good health. The constitutional 
migraine from which Nietzsche suffered, and from which, if dispensary and 
private records are worth much, practically everybody in urban life suffers, 
was more than the average indisposition of the many—it was a severe trial,, 
and it with other weaknesses gave an impression of a distinctly asymetrical 
man-type in Nietzsche. That the general paresis was a pure accident we 
readily admit. If the teachings of the believers in accidentally acquired 
syphilis are true, the greater wonder is that more of the great minds of the 
world do not give out under the added stress of a post-luetic arterio¬ 
sclerosis. For the small preachers alone the moral aspects of the question 
are worthy of consideration. It is not certain just when the disease com¬ 
menced to show itself in Nietzsche’s case. It is known that as early as 
1888, while at Turin, he had a seizure of a peculiar nature, presumably 
apoplectiform, but it is not improbable Mobius thinks that the signs of 
paresis were present before this, but it is a difficult matter to trace them 
in his writings. So far as heredity is concerned Nietzsche’s father died 
young, thirty-three, probably of a brain tumor—there was some insanity 
in the mother’s family, but Mobius would not dwell upon these facts as 
anything more than of passing moment. In “thus spake Zarathrustra.” 
Mobius would see the more distinct beginnings of mental breakdown. From 
this on, 1886, to his death in 1900, the progress was slow but distinct. The 
disease certainly persisted eleven years in Nietzsche’s case, if not more. 
The physical stigmata were distinctly visible when he was treated at the 
Baale clinic in 1890, ten years before his death. We would refer our readers 
to the original of this highly instructive biographical sketch, and congratu¬ 
late the author on his sympathetic and thorough treatment of a difficult 
matter. Jelliffe. 

Mental Defectives, Their History, Treatment and Training. By 
Martin W. Barr, M.D. Philadelphia, P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 
1904. P. 337. Price, $4.00 net. 

The author of this work, who is chief physician of the Pennsylvania 
Training School for Feeble-minded Children, at Elwyn, states in his Fore¬ 
word that it is “The result of an experience of almost twenty years in 
carrying forward principles of treatment and of training, tested, proven 
and defined—it addresses itself primarily to anxious parents and to earnest 
teachers, rather than to the scientist.” For the purposes here set forth the 
work is most admirably adapted. It is quite free from anything that savors 
of pedantry, setting forth the various aspects of the subject in a clear and 
comprehensive way and in simple language easy to understand. On the 
other hand, the results of twenty years of work among the feeble minded 
with various methods of treatment, manual training, etc., and the careful 
statistical studies of hundreds of cases bearing on questions of etiology, 
cannot fail to interest the expert. Following a most interesting chapter, 
dealing with the history of the subject in hand, the author takes up the 
subject of classification. The classification suggested is intended to be 
primarily practical, and is based solely upon the educational possibilities 
of the different degrees of defect, which are broadly designated by the 
terms, “idiot,” “idio-imbecile,” “moral imbecile,” “imbecile,” and “back¬ 
ward” or “mentally feeble.” Each of these classes is then further subdivided 
in accordance with their capacity for training. The subject of etiology is 
discussed at length. The chapter is one of the most important in the 
book. Great stress is laid upon abnormal conditions of the mother during 



